
Real Estate Photography Checklist




Preparing for Real Estate Photography 

General Preparation 

Be Ready:  Cleaning and staging should be done    before I arrive.  I will surely 
help to move small items (flowers, small items, etc) to help improve composition 
or the room aesthetic, but larger items should be in place before I arrive.  
Staging accessories should also be in place.


Secure or remove pets:  I am a dog owner and enjoy animals, however they 
should not be around for your photoshoot.  Dogs must be secured or off 
premises to ensure my safety as well as my equipment.  MLS rules prohibit 
people and pets from being in pictures.  You should also hide pet food and 
water bowls when possible. 


Plan not to be seen: All occupants should remain in areas where they can’t be 
seen during the photoshoot.  Oftentimes, we will room swap to ensure we are 
able to adequately get the job done.  In many cases, rooms overlap in photos 
and we don’t want to create unnecessary shadows.  I will also be moving 
equipment around and want to minimize the risk of injury.


Use the garage for storage: I seldom shoot the garage interior, so this can be a 
great place to store items that should be hidden.
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Outside Preparation 

Clear the cars:  Make sure the driveway is clear of all vehicles.  When possible, 
move cars from the street directly in front of the house.  We will need a clear 
view of the property.


Hide trashcans and recycle bins: The garage is the best place to store them, 
however in some cases the side of the property may work.


Hide hoses: Do this the day before the shoot to ensure there are no puddles 
from the hoses when moved.


Prep the yard: This should be down at least a day before the shoot.  The yard 
should be mowed and trimmed. Toys, tools and any other items should be 
cleared from the lawn.


Turn off sprinklers: Do not water the lawn on the day of the shoot to prevent 
puddles on the driveway and sidewalk.


Pick up poop:  If you have outdoor pets, please make sure the poop is cleared 
from the yard.


Prep the pool:  If you have a pool, please have the cover removed and ensure 
the pool is clean.


Prep water features: If you have fountains, waterfalls, etc. please clean them and 
provide instructions on how to turn them on.


Remove for-sale sign: The sign should be removed from the property by the 
realtor if it’s been installed.  MLS rules do not allow for visible signs and many 
times they are hard to remove via editing.  When possible, signs should be 
installed after the shoot.


Clean Patio Furniture: Dust and remove debris and dirt from all outdoor furniture.  
DO NOT use the water hose on the day of the shoot to avoid puddles.
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Inside Preparation 

Declutter the kitchen: Try to keep the countertops as clean as possible 
(dishrags, dishes, etc.) should be put away.  No dishes in the sink. It’s also best 
to remove pictures, magnets, notes, etc. from the refrigerator and remove throw 
rugs.


Declutter bathrooms: Toothpaste, tooth brushes, razors and other personal 
effects should be hidden.  It’s great to have decorative unused soaps, candles, 
flowers, etc. instead.  Removing throw rugs is also recommended here. Please 
put all toilet seats down.


Prep Bedrooms: All bedrooms should have the beds made well and items put 
away.  This includes putting away items on nightstands.


Newspapers/Mags: Please remove stacks of newspapers or magazines.


Hide trashcans:  Trashcans can be distracting so it’s best to hide them in closets 
or the garage.


Hide portable fans and heaters: Ceiling fans are selling features, but portable 
fans and heaters can give the wrong impression.  Again, please store in closets 
or the garage.


Hide cords and remotes: It can be impossible to hide EVERY cord, but you will 
have more appealing pictures if you can hide remotes, gaming consoles and any 
noticeable cords.


Vacuum: Please make sure all carpet is vacuumed.


TV’s: Please ensure all televisions and computer monitors are turned off.


Clear entryways: Remove all shoes, umbrellas and other items from entryways.


Open blinds with views: Your photos will show outdoor views when they exist, or 
just light if the window looks onto another house or an unappealing view.


Turn on lights: Before I arrive, please make sure all interior lights are turned on.  
If needed, replace burned out bulbs and ensure bulbs are the same color 
temperature in the same room.


Turn ceiling fans off: All ceiling fans should be left off.


Windows: When possible please clean windows.  Hand smudges, and other 
window grime can show up on pictures that show an outside view.
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I know we covered a lot of information.  I appreciate your attention to detail and 
patience in the process.  We want your home to photograph at its very best.  Thanks in 
advance.  

Please let me know if you have questions.




Marc Anthony Smith

info@imagesbymarcanthony.com
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